
OLVER ANNOUNCES $825,000 ÅCORRECTIVE ACTION® GRANT FOR ASHFIELD WATER TREATMENT PLANT
September 29, 1999

  

 Washington -- U.S. Rep. John W. Olver today announced that the                town of Ashfield will receive $824,999 in funding from the U.S.                Environmental Protection Agency for corrective actions which are                needed to make the town°s innovative wastewater treatment facility                more efficient.              

œThis new funding will make the wastewater treatment facility more                efficient by improving the way it operates and reducing the costs                to its users,” Olver said.              

"I am glad to have played a role in expediting the EPA°s funds                for this important project,” Olver said. œFederal funds were critical                in getting this project off the ground, and now we have an obligation                to make sure that this experimental facility is ecological and economical.”              

The three year old facility was built using experimental solar                aquatic technology.  For various reasons, the facility is one                of the most expensive in the state to maintain and now needs operational                changes to make it more efficient and less of a financial burden                on its users.              

The availability of additional funding was based on the town°s                effort to execute the required contract amendments needed to complete                the corrective action phase by September 30, 1999 - the end of the                fiscal year.              

Olver said, œWhen the federal government mandates new environmental                standards than they have a responsibility to help those communities                develop creative solutions to comply with those new standards.”              

In 1995, Olver helped the town of Ashfield receive a $1.3 million                grant and $1.6 million loan to help build the new water treatment                system.             
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